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‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.’ (John 1:29, cf. v36).  

These were the words of John the Baptist, a very popular man whom hundreds if not thousands of 

people adored and were prepared to follow around. They walked for kilometres in the hot desert, 

sometimes for a whole day just to listen to him. John was so popular that even some of the church 

leaders like the Pharisees and Sadducees (Mat 3:7), business people like tax collectors and even soldiers 

went to listen and ask him to baptise them (cf. Luk 3:12-14). John might be the equivalent of our sport, 

music and movie superstars of today. What John is saying here about Jesus would be similar to Beyonce, 

or Rhianna, or Katy Perry, or Taylor Swift (this list was given by my 13 year old son), telling her fans that 

she adores and worships her younger cousin whom even though no one has heard about, she believes 

that she is better than her, and she doesn’t mind if her fans go and follow her instead. Do we think there 

is a chance of that ever happening? Most likely never! The fact is what John is saying here about Jesus is 

very rare among superstars or popular leaders. Superstars and famous people usually don’t adore other 

people but themselves. 

The people who do the adoring part are the fans and families and friends, and people like us who had 

and still have a big part in maintaining the popular status of these superstars. It’s always fascinating to 

see on television young teens especially girls, even some as young as 10 screaming, more or less 

screeching and letting the whole world know how they love and adore certain superstar(s). And it’s 

funny to see how some of these superstars try to put up nice smiling faces, pose for pictures, wave, blow 

kisses, etc., when it’s obvious that they just want to move on to the next gig, photo shoot(s) or some 

privacy. When people get to the top of their careers, whether it’s sport, acting, writing, music, politics, 

religion, etc., they begin to change and usually for the worst. They become self-centred, arrogant, rude, 

and want/ expect to be treated differently from the rest of civilisation. Some even believe and openly 

declare themselves to be gods. And their families and friends and followers and fans and many of us tag 

along and worship them as gods either knowingly or unknowingly. Many fans, families and friends are 

prepared to put up with the rubbish and abuse sometimes dished out directly to them by their idols 

whom they worship as gods.   

This idea of humans declaring themselves as gods or other people declaring other people as gods is as 

old as human society itself. It plays an important role in organising and uniting people together. The 

Assyrian kings, Egyptian Pharaohs, Roman Emperors and many rulers in different civilisations and times 

have believed themselves as gods, or have been hailed and pronounced as representatives or 

personifications of gods. This same idea of becoming like gods is also very much alive in all levels of our 



societies today, even in the heart of some of the teachings of some churches and religious groups. There 

are people who act and speak like gods and there are people who worship these god-people. At close 

scrutiny, all entities of human gods and their worshippers and followers usually have organised and well-

structured networks of fiscal and property dealings revolving around the charisma and marketability of 

their particular god persons. But the bottom line is, it has been, still is, and will always be the 

worshippers that pay the price to make their respective gods continue their reign.Let me say at this 

point that there are a few humble, down-to-earth, genuinely respectful and loving superstars and 

leaders in all spheres of society, who are kind and caring and refuse to be called gods. But they are a 

very rare species. 

Where am I going with all this? My point is John also had an idea of how people can become godly. John 

was living in a time where people like Herod and the Roman Emperor were hailed as gods. Instead John 

preached and encouraged people to live godly lives by repenting (change and turn around their lives), 

confessing their sins (that is, saying out loud or admitting in their hearts that they had done wrong) and 

be baptised (immersed in water as a sign of being immersed in God’s love and the power of the Holy 

Spirit). According to John, that is the way for all people to become godly and true children of God and 

members of God’s kingdom. Jesus believed and did exactly what John was asking for. In the end Jesus 

saw the heavens opened and the Spirit descending on him, and he believed that God spoke and assured 

him that he was his son and that he was very pleased with him. Many people saw Jesus’ godly life and 

they believed and worshipped him as the incarnation of God.  

But I want us to take a moment to reflect on John’s claim that Jesus is the Lamb of God (who takes away 

the sin of the world). Was it because Jesus was his cousin, friend or what? Matthew clearly gives the 

reason of why John said that Jesus is the Lamb of God. And that is because he saw the Spirit descended 

from heaven and remained on Jesus when he baptised him. That is the only reason why he was now 

confidently telling his followers and close friends that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. When a boy/girl/man/woman likes/loves someone he/she tells her/him that she is divine, 

or he is adorable, etc. It’s not because Jesus looked adorable or strong or had a nice voice, or skilful or 

athletic, etc. It was mainly because John saw the Holy Spirit descending and remaining on Jesus during 

his baptism. We have to remember that John’s claim of Jesus being filled with the Holy Spirit and the 

Lamb of God was after Jesus’ baptism. This is a significant and important point because John was sure 

that Jesus had already committed to change his life and work and live as God’s beloved son. He can now 

tell his followers and others, including his closest friends/disciples that Jesus was now truly a godly 

person, who was going to sacrifice any kind of life he may have had and wanted to live a godly life of 

being the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world through the guidance/ power of the Holy 

Spirit.  

Can people look at us and say the same thing? Are you/we living godly lives that others can see, believe 

and confidently tell others about? It’s not enough to tell people how godly and divine someone is 

(superstar or not) simply because of their looks or talents. We have to acknowledge and proclaim the 

godly and spiritual nature of people lives we know and admire. We also need to support people who are 

willing to commit their lives to the work of God’s kingdom just as John did to Jesus. It’s interesting how 

John’s claim about Jesus being the lamb of God started a chain reaction which saw Jesus becoming more 



and more popular while John himself appears to fade out of the scene. It was John’s own disciples who 

became Jesus’ first disciples and it is most likely that John encouraged them to follow Jesus. That is an 

important lesson for us too. We can easily fall into the trap of focussing too much on the important roles 

and duties we are good at and fail to realise and acknowledge the important roles that others have in 

complementing and making better our own work for the purpose of God’s kingdom.     

If we want to live godly lives then we must look at Jesus’ life as our paradigm. Living Jesus’ life means 

doing God’s will of loving and caring for those in need, speaking out for justice, truth and peace, 

sacrificing our time, energy, possessions and money to support others, and simply listening with our 

ears, minds and hearts to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit. And people will see our godly lives and 

glorify God. The truth is, we cannot live godly lives if we don’t allow the Spirit to help us. That is what 

John is saying here about Jesus. That is, Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 

because he is empowered and guided by the Spirit that descended and remained on him. That same 

power of the Spirit of God is right here, offered to us, so we can also be the lambs of God who take away 

the sin of the world in all spheres of life that we are involved in, like our homes, work, recreation, 

ministry, etc. We can only help to take away the sin of people when we become the lambs of God by 

sacrificing our time, energy and possessions to help them. And we can only be the lambs of God and do 

all these things if we are filled and guided by the Holy Spirit.  

Why do you love and adore other people including our loved ones and friends? A big part of our answer 

is because we know they have sacrifice a lot for us. Why do you think other people should love and 

adore us? Hopefully, it has something to do with their understanding of our love and care for them and 

especially our being the lambs of God who take away the sins of the world. 

‘Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.’ Amen.  

 


