
 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER – SUNDAY 17 September 2017 
.                           We welcome you to our service this morning.   

Please join us for morning tea following the service.  
 

Today our service will be led by the Rev Pam White. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
NEXT SUNDAY 24th September - 10 am morning worship, led by the Cathie Shaw, followed by 
morning tea. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
SYNOD OF VicTas meeting concluded last Wednesday, 13th September. 
The Synod meeting is the major gathering of Uniting Church members in Victoria and Tasmania to 
worshipfully and prayerfully celebrate, reflect on and steer the life of the church. It is held every 18 
months. 
This year’s 2017 Synod theme was “Following Christ”, the first words in the Vision and Mission 
Principles which were adopted at the previous Synod meeting held in June last year. 
2017 Synod commenced on Friday 8 September with opening worship at St Michael’s Uniting Church 
in Collins Street, Melbourne. 
Synod met for general business over the following days at the Box Hill Town Hall, with 295 ordained 
and lay members representing the eight presbyteries attending for the five days and three nights. 
 
The new Moderator- Elect was announced – the Rev Denise Liersch - Ms Liersch will be installed as 
the Moderator at the opening worship service of the 2019 Synod, replacing the current Moderator 
Rev Sharon Hollis, and will serve until the 2022 Synod. 
She is currently the Minister of the Word at Blackburn (The Avenue) in the Presbytery of Yarra Yarra. 
 
Elections were also held for Standing Committee, Assembly Standing Committee and Business 
Committee members. 
The ‘big ticket’ items included proposals relating to changes to the presbyteries, with continued 
assured funding for a minimum of two Presbytery ministers for only two years; and changes to the by-
laws as part of the implementation of the Major Strategic Review and the four working group 
sessions. 
In the wake of the Victorian government’s Royal Commission into Family Violence and the recent 
media coverage about domestic violence within church families, the Commission for Mission brought 
a proposal calling for more action from the federal government. 
Each day Synod began with a devotion, and Bible studies were also a key part of the daily program, 
along with a theological reflection at the conclusion of the day’s business. Fellowship events and 
shows were held in the evenings. 
An overview of the Synod meeting can be read at http://synod.org.au/2017/ 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
NOTICES for this sheet should be given to Cathie or Peter Shaw; phone 9817 5270   
Email whuc.org.au@gmail.com. Website www.westhawthornuniting.org 
 

http://synod.org.au/2017/
http://www.westhawthornuniting.org/


 
 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UCA 
 
President's Pastoral Message - Marriage  
 
Beloved, I have over the past two years in various pastoral letters and communications urged 
us to recognise the encouragement of Paul in the letter to the Church in Rome: “We belong to 
one another.” 
The current conversation in the Australian community over the understanding of marriage has 
degenerated and become hurtful, and at times hateful. 
When we as Christians participate in such a way our faith and our Lord are diminished, and we 
bring shame upon ourselves and Christianity. 
Some in our Church want to retain the current definition of marriage. Some are undecided and 
others support same gender marriage. 
We are regardless of our views on marriage, sisters and brothers in Christ. 
“They will know Jesus by our love.” 
Christ’s love compels me to ask again that we spur one another on to love and good deeds. 
 
Stuart McMillan 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Camberwell Chorale presents ……… 
  
“Serenade to Music” 
  
Sunday, 15 October, 2.30 pm 
Hawthorn Arts Centre 
  
Under the direction of Douglas Heywood OAM, the Camberwell Chorale, Camerata Orchestra 
and well known Melbourne Soprano, Lauren Oldham, will present the Australian Premiere of 
Elgar’s The Spirit of England. 
  
Written in 1917, Elgar selects three poems from Binyon’s ‘Poems On The Great War 1914’,  
including a poignant setting of the famous Ode ‘They Shall Grow Not Old’.  
  
The programme will also include Vaughan Williams’ well known Serenade to Music and his 
popular cantata In Windsor Forest. 
   
Tickets $40 (Conc $35, Students $20) 
Telephone 03 9278 4770 
or apply online www.hawthornartscentre.com.au 

https://assembly.uca.org.au/doctrine/item/2499-conversations-from-the-heart
http://www.hawthornartscentre.com.au/

