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“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind; and (you shall love) your 

neighbour as yourself” (Luke 10:27).  

Most of us know that there are a limited number of things in life that are worse than having bad 

neighbours. It’s not a good or healthy feeling to be suspicious of our neighbours, or if our neighbours 

don’t like us. We often see on TV some of the most outrageous things that neighbours do and not do to 

each other when they don’t get on well. And it doesn’t matter what race, gender, colour or country it is, 

our neighbours are generally the people living near, close or beside us. I’m sure Indonesia, Papua New 

Guinea, NZ and other countries consider Australia as their neighbour, and Australia looks at them as her 

close neighbours even though they are separated from Australia for hundreds of miles. All countries 

have this neighbourly conscience and try their best to be on a good relationship with each other. 

Countries in Asia, Europe, Africa, etc., who have land borders always work very hard to try and maintain 

a good relationship with one another because things can get really ugly and threatening if those 

countries don’t get on well. As I said, having good neighbours is very important because having bad 

neighbours can take a terrible toll on our physical, social, spiritual, and even economic well-being.   

Many of us know today’s story of the Good Samaritan by heart and we have heard it quoted also in 

secular circles to refer to someone or some people who have given generously to some cause or people 

in need. Those of us who had grown up and been in church for almost all our lives know that “The Good 

Samaritan” is one of the favourite texts of lay preachers and ministers. I think it’s worth having another 

good closer look at this very popular story to see not only why Jesus told this story, but also what his 

views are about who truly is/are our neighbour(s).  

Jesus told thestory about The Good Samaritan because a certain lawyer was trying to be smart with him. 

The lawyer tried to ‘put him to the test’ (cf. Mat 35: 22 – ‘to test him’; Mar 12:28 has the same 

implication) by asking about what he can do to inherit eternal life.According to Matthew and Mark, the 

lawyer’s question was about which one is the greatest/first commandment, and Jesus was the one who 

explained about the need to love God with all of one’s heart, soul and mind (and strength) and also the 

neighbour as one’s self. But in our passage from Luke, Jesus answered the man’s question of ‘what he 

has to do to inherit eternal life’ by asking him a question of what he thought the law says about it. Jesus 

asked him, “What is written in the law? How do you read?” It is the lawyer himself who talks about the 

need to love God with all of one’s heart, soul, strength and mind, and the neighbour as one’s self. What 

Jesus said to him then is very interesting. He said, “You have answered right; do this, and you will live.” 



(Luk 10:28). Jesus’ response to the lawyer was not so much about how he would inherit eternal life (in 

future) but how he will live eternal life (now). Surprisingly, the lawyer, who, “desiring to justify himself” 

did not ask about how to do any of the God things but instead wanted to know ‘who his neighbour is.’ 

And that is why Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan, which is only found in Luke’s gospel.  

The story is about a man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho who was beaten up very badly by 

robbers who took his possessions and left him to die on the side of the road. A priest who came by saw 

the beaten up man and went on the other side of the road to pass by him. A Levite came by and did the 

same. But a Samaritan who came by was moved with pity when he saw the beaten up man. He 

bandaged his wounds (pouring on oil and wine), put him on his animal and took him to an inn where he 

gave a lot of money (2 denarii) to the innkeeper and asked him to look after the wounded man. He then 

promised to pay the innkeeper for whatever more he may spend on him when he returned from his 

journey. Jesus ended the story by asking the ‘desiring to justify himself’ lawyer about whom he thought 

“proved neighbour to the man who fell among the robbers.” The lawyer answered that it is “the one 

who showed mercy on him.” And then Jesus said to the lawyer, “Go and do likewise” or ‘Go and do like 

the Samaritan who showed mercy to the beaten up man.’ 

I think Jesus is on to something here that we can take on board if we want to have good neighbours. It’s 

about us being good neighbours to others rather than us wanting/ hoping others to be our good 

neighbours. Jesus takes us to another level of our understanding of neighbour. And he encourages us to 

be good neighbours to those who are beyond our usual immediate personal neighbourhood interests. 

He calls us to think of ourselves as the neighbours of those who have been hurt and robbed of their 

possessions and dignity. Jesus encourages us to love God through our neighbours, with all our hearts, 

souls, strengths and minds. That’s exactly what the Samaritan did. He loved the wounded man with all 

his heart, soul, strength and mind. He was only doing what he would have liked others to do to him. 

Today we are reluctant to be good neighbours to those we see/know are being bullied and hurt by 

others in public or private. May be we fear retaliation and other consequences from the perpetrators. 

But I’m sure we all need/want people to help us when we find ourselves in similar predicaments.  

I am reminded of the news on television a few weeks back about an elderly man who was sworn at, 

punched, kicked, and was hurt very badly by two young teenage girls on the train because he asked one 

of them to remove her bag so he can sit on the seat. He said when interviewed that it wasn’t the 

physical pain of the abuses and assaults that were the most hurting, but the fact that it was done in full 

sight of a packed train and that no one came to help him. There must have been so many neighbours of 

that poor man on the train who did not want to be good neighbours to him. Many of them were good 

neighbours to the two young teenage girls who were very bad. That makes them very bad neighbours to 

themselves and to the man who was abused. What would you/I have done in that situation, a good or 

bad neighbour? 

For me, the crux of the Good Samaritan story is the appropriate neighbourly response demanded and 

brought on by the victim or the wounded man on the road. The priest and Levite chose not to interact 

and be involved with the wounded man while the Samaritan felt compassion towards him. And that is 

perhaps another subtle difference between being a good neighbour and a bad one. On the one hand, we 



become bad neighbours when we make a choice to avoid being in danger or inconvenient by coming in 

contact with our neighbour(s). On the other hand, we become good neighbours when we feel 

compassionate towards them. It’s the difference between choosing to avoid our neighbours by not 

looking at or coming in contact with them and feeling compassionate and being intimately involved with 

them in their pain. We can choose to be bad neighbours just like the priest and the Levite and many 

people on the train that I talked about. When we don’t feel or want to be near or come in contact with 

those who are suffering, then we are just as bad as the priest and Levite in the story. The Samaritan is 

said to have had compassion (‘moved with pity’) when he saw the wounded man.  

We are not really defined or called‘good’ when we love God with all our hearts, souls, strengths and 

minds, or when we love others the way we would like them to love us. In fact, if we do those things, we 

are only being ourselves; we are only being God’s children. As the psalmist assures us in our reading, we 

are part of God’s divine council, where we work to give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the 

right of the lowly and the destitute; rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the 

wicked. We do those things because that is who we are and that is what God expects of us because we 

are all made in the image of God. As the psalmist tells us, “You are gods, children of the Most High, all of 

you.” In other words, we are all godly created as the children of God, and according to Jesus, we must 

be neighbours to all who need help.  

If we go back to the idea of having good neighbours and living good lives, Jesus is kind of saying to us 

that it begins with us being good neighbours. We try our best to be good neighbours and focus less on 

expecting our neighbours to be good ones. If they make us angry, then we forgive them. After all, that’s 

what we would like them to do when we make a mistake as we all do. It’s really about us being God’s 

children and living our lives as God wants us to. When we become good neighbours and our neighbours 

are good to us, then we become happy and our lives become better. Good living is part of eternal living 

that God wants for us now. We don’t come to church or do good things or keep the laws of God because 

we are trying to earn eternal life. We do all those things because we feel happy and alive and grateful 

because God through Christ has revealed to us eternal living which we can live now. Being good 

neighbours and having good neighbours is part of our heaven on earth blessings from God. Being bad 

neighbours and having bad neighbours is hell on earth which we can avoid by being what we are – God’s 

children and people of his Kingdom.  

Finally, I couldn’t help but notice that the word “Good”is not once used by Jesus to describe 

theSamaritan in the story. But we, as well as billions of God-fearing people and even many who don’t 

believe in God all know this story as ‘The Good Samaritan.’ I believe one of the main reasons why we all 

accept and call the Samaritan ‘good’ is because his mind, heart, words and actions are what we know 

and believe to be good if not the best of human and godly nature. We can all react with our godly 

natures just like the Samaritan did because we are created in the image of God. I believe Jesus would 

have reacted exactly like the Samaritan in the same situation. When we focus too much on where we 

are going and try to avoid being stalled or inconvenient by some people who genuinely need our help 

then we are no better than the priest and Levite in the story who were very bad neighbours. And when 

we choose knowingly or unknowingly to be bad neighbours then it is only fair to say that we do not 

expect or deserve to have good neighbours. But if we live as the people and images of God that we are 



then we naturally do good things and be good people and neighbours. Jesus is right. It is all about us 

thinking, saying and doing compassionate things for others especially the poor and the needy. 

Before I finish, I want to invite you to think for a moment about the man who was beaten up by the 

robbers. So far, I have looked at all the main characters, namely the priest, Levite and the Samaritan to 

identify how our lives and decisions are reflected in their good and bad choices. We can look at 

ourselves as the beaten up man too. The Samaritan in the story reflects Jesus’ own compassion towards 

us being beaten up by the evil forces of life. Jesus isready to help us heal and get better so we can go 

and do the same to others who need love and peace in their lives. When we do what God expects of us, 

people will see the goodness of God. It is God who is good, and his goodness is seen and reflected in the 

things we say and do. Someone once said to Jesus, “Good Teacher”, and Jesus told him that there is only 

One who is good and that is God. The Samaritan’s goodness reflects the perfect nature of God who is 

prepared to let his Son love us with all his life. And all that we do and can do is possible because of the 

goodness of God shown through his Son.  

It is all the more reason for us to love God with all our hearts, souls, strengths and minds; and love our 

neighbours as ourselves. Amen. 

 

 

 


